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Introduction
The student experience on this degree is enhanced by:
Emphasis on practical hands-on activities which bring the theoretical content to life;
Coverage of a wide range of leading information technologies;
Development of business systems using the technologies; 
) (
Duration:
1 year with optional 1 year placement (40 weeks minimum)
During this course units are taught intensively, usually over 4.5 days, with assessment normally taking place 5-6 weeks after the delivery of the unit. 
Start Date:
September
Entry Requirements:
Normally, the minimum qualification for entry to this course is a second class honours degree in a scientific or numerate discipline. Graduates from other disciplines who feel that they have other skills to bring to the industry are encouraged to apply.
If English is not your first language:
IELTS (Academic) 6.0 or equivalent.
 
Contact askBU:
Tel: 08456 501501 (BU does not profit from this service)
Tel: +44 (0) 1202 961916 (
UK
 and International/EU alternative number)
Email: 
askBUenquiries@bournemouth.ac.uk
Open Days 
Log on to: www.bournemouth.ac.uk/opendays
For more course information
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/courses/
MSITF
Overview
This postgraduate programme provides a route into Information Technology for graduates without current skills in this discipline. These may be either those with some experience of but no formal qualification in Information Technology, or simply those with first degrees in subjects other than Information Technology who wish to migrate into the profession. This programme will prepare you for a role in the broad field of Information Technology.
Throughout the programme you will develop your ability to use Information Technology concepts and abstractions, and then apply them with rigour to deliver business solutions. By drawing on research and recent developments in information technologies, you will gain awareness of current problems and develop systematic, original and creative intellectual skills to formulate problem solutions.
A research problem of your choice will give you the opportunity to explore your particular area of interest in greater depth.  You will learn how to plan research projects, create and interpret IT knowledge and how to report on it to a professional standard.
The School of Design, Engineering and 
Computing
 has a well established advanced technology base with expertise in computing, electronics, multimedia,  networking, psychology and product design. This unique mix of academic disciplines enables BU to offer a truly comprehensive programme.  
This course is currently undergoing a review to take advantage of exciting new approaches to learning and teaching, as well as developments in industry.
Please see individual course pages on our website for further information as the review develops.
)

 (
The Nature of the Course
Large software systems need to reflect the business processes that they support. Indeed, for many organisations their software infrastructure actually forms a core part of their business function. Hence, it is vital for those developing such systems to understand how the business process and strategy shapes the development of IT applications. The Information Technology programme exposes graduates to all of these aspects of modern business systems. Instead of focussing on traditional software development, greater emphasis is given to the development of business systems such as web systems and database systems.   
This programme provides students without previous IT qualifications the opportunity to move into business system development. It is distinctive in producing graduates who are able to understand the business perspective, create a systems view of business system development, and who 
can also implement such systems. As a 
graduate from this programme you will possess the technical skills and competencies to work as an intermediary between business analysts and software engineers. 
Students are expected to become lifelong learners, taking on the challenge of the rapid rate of change and emergence of new knowledge in Information Technology.
The programme comprises five taught units and a research project. The project offers the opportunity to explore a specific chosen area of Information Technology. 
Course provision 
There are individual and group-based development activities, and seminar-based discussions. All assessments are on an individual basis. The emphasis throughout the delivery of the units is on the application of theory to relevant practical applications. Each unit is assessed either by coursework only or via a combination of coursework and an examination. 
Please note
The University reserves the right to introduce changes to the information given, including the addition, withdrawal, re-location or restructuring of courses.
) (
Course content:
Business Systems Design (20
 credits
) 
You will learn to understand the nature of business systems analysis and the impact of various stakeholders on the production of effective requirements and specification. You will also produce designs which meet the requirements of the client. 
IT Application Development (40
 credits
) 
You will gain a critical understanding of the technologies used in the production and deployment and maintenance of web-based applications, and learn expertise in the evaluation of these technologies. You will develop an understanding of data modelling and the design, implementation and use of relational database systems, as well as evaluate current trends in database technology. 
Software Project Management (20
 credits
) 
You will learn the methods and techniques of planning, monitoring and control of software production projects, as well as the management of human factors in software production projects. You will acquire a deep understanding of the critical factors involved in the application of project management principles to software production. 
Business Innovation and Enterprise (20
 credits
) 
You will learn how to identify and exploit a company’s strengths. You will evaluate external opportunities that exist, together with conceiving strategies to overcome internal weaknesses and the threats that might be imposed by the industry environment. 
Research Methods (20
 credits
) 
You will develop key research skills in areas such as literature reviews, critical analysis of research findings, project proposals, planning, experiment design and analysis, and dissemination. This unit will adequately prepare you for writing a project proposal and for conducting and disseminating the Masters project. 
Individual Masters Project 
(60
 
credits
)
The individual project is designed to help you develop knowledge of the methodologies and techniques of research in your subject area. You will critically 
investigate,
 report and engage with complex issues. You will present an analytically rigorous and well argued case and gain problem solving skills by applying your knowledge across the discipline area. 
Finally, you will present a reflective, integrated discussion of the conclusion of the research, development and practice activity and its implications for the future. Projects that are worth 120 credits must be linked to 
an industrial research project.
Industrial 
Placement (optional)
 
- minimum 40 weeks.
)
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